
Miss Cocks – RSL

Mrs Lane – AHT







1. Preparing to revise

2. Active revision

3. Memory techniques



• It reduces panic – gives them control

• It can help identify problem areas

• Know strengths

• Achieve better grades! 



• Be positive about your child’s attempts

• Be patient

• Try not to make it a chore

• Remove mobile phones and devices

• Turn off the TV and take control of 
consoles

• Little and often is better than a 
marathon

• Maintain good attendance

• Monitor their progress with work –
e.g.deadlines

• Ensure they have a quiet place to study

• Help them plan their revision

• Ask for help from us if unsure

• Negotiate clear boundaries and 
consequences

• Rewards are good negotiating tools

• Always end with praise!









• How many weeks until exam …

• Priority subjects …

• A revision space is identified …

 now just 16 weeks left including holidays

identify weaknesses by looking at recent report

  know when and where a student will be 

 for revision with minimal distractions
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Revision slots 1 hr 

Breaks in between

Wellbeing time

Not studying too late





• When you revise, you should choose a time when find it easiest to focus. 
This should be a time when you are well-rested, well-fed and when you are 
used to working.

• If you are trying to revise and feeling like nothing is sticking, walk away and 
come back later, this is a sign that you need a break or to get in the right 
mind set. 



When you are revising a subject, the temptation is to do it in ‘blocks’ of topics



The problem with this is, is that it doesn’t support the 
importance of repetition – which is so important to learning.  

So rather than revising in ‘topic blocks’ it’s better to chunk these 
topics up in your revision programme and interleave them

This means that you keep coming back to the topics. So, instead of doing 
a one-hour block of revision on topic 1, do 15 minutes on topic 1, then 15 
minutes on topic 2, then the same for topic 3 and 4. And mix it up!





Passive revision doesn’t work.



Phase 1: Read

• Revision workbook
• Own notes
• Textbook
• Websites e.g. BBC Bitesize

Phase 2: Possibly make 
revision notes

• Notes made, possibly then 
highlighted to pick out key 

details or events

• Hope knowledge has ‘stuck’ 
enough to answer an exam 
question and be successful

EXAM



Phase 2: Read

• Revision book
• Own notes
• Textbook 
• Websites

Phase 3: 
Active revision

• PiXL Revisit
• Flashcards
• Mind-maps
• Mnemonics
• Post it note 

revision
• Look, cover, 

write, check
• GCSEpod

• Exam Practise – short / long answer 
questions

• Quiz yourself (flash cards / quizlet – 
other online quizzes)

• Timed exam practise
• Essay plans for longer questions

Phase 4: Test yourself

• Red – no knowledge – learn again – 
maybe try a different technique

• Amber – good factual knowledge but 
can’t apply to an exam question

• Green – can answer exam questions on 
this topic confidently

Phase 1: RAG knowledge
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Suggest and explain three ways 
that someone living in the UK could 

reduce their carbon footprint.
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Elephants eat 72 to 158 kilograms of food each 

day. Baby elephants, called calves, weigh 

around 90 kilograms at birth. Elephant tusks are 

made of dentine, calcium and salt. The average 

lifespan of an elephant is 80 years. Elephants 

use more than 70 voice signals  and 160 visual 

signals for daily communication. Elephants have 

the largest brains by mass of all mammals, 

weighing in at a hefty 10.5 pounds (4.7 

kilograms) for an adult  

CHUNK
IT

WRITE IT

RE-LEARN
IT

SPEAK IT WRITE IT



TRANSFORM
IT

REDUCE IT
IT

SORT
IT

LINK
IT

Process

Transform It – Turn the information 
in to pictures/diagrams

You can use a maximum of 5 words
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PRIORITISE IT:
What are the three most 
important facts you have 
learnt about elephants?
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All of the Revisit Templates 
are in the

 PiXL Revisit Handbook 







An editable resource you can use! 
An electronic copy is on the Year 11 Teams plus all students 

have access to the library and £5 a month photocopying



Create flashcards… then use them!
 
Pick up the first card and read the 
keywords/phrase. Try to recall as 
much of the information as you can.

Flip over the card and see if you got 
the answer(s) right. If you're happy 
you got the information right, put 
that card on the 'right' pile. 

If you got the information wrong or 
incomplete, put it on the 'wrong' pile.

Do this for all the cards. 
When you've gone through all the 
cards, go back to the 'wrong' pile, 
and repeat the process.



Mind-maps let you generate 
more ideas, identify 
relationships among the 
information, and effectively 
improve your memory.

The use of colours, images, 
and keywords in mind mapping 
aids makes it easier to 
remember information rather 
than reading long sentences. 



Write a question on a post it 
note and the answer on 
another post it note.

Stick the question around 
your room and the answer 
somewhere else. 

Read a question and then 
take a walk around the room 
to find the answer.



e.g.

From these 
two pages 

in a 
textbook…



To 5 
brief 

Post-Its



Revise, rest, revise

Exercise 

Variety is best

Interactive and active

Structure

Interleave

On-going

No phones or devices

Mnemonics (or Acrostics) help you to 
remember by using short words that 
stand for something to help you. 

Make your sentences or words as 
memorable as possible. 

They're good for learning a list of key 
words or concepts or the structure 
to apply to a certain type of answer.



• Look at a specific paragraph of information

• Cover up the information

• Write out the information from memory

• Check and correct any errors, missing information or spelling mistakes



An exciting new e-learning 

platform to help with your 

GCSEs

JUST LAUNCHED



https://youtu.be/Fc9wPYlnCgU?si=2erKg_CmborIXDe0 

https://youtu.be/Fc9wPYlnCgU?si=2erKg_CmborIXDe0


Over 6,500 short videos (‘Pods’) covering 27 GCSE subjects.

Free, unlimited streaming access to the GCSEPod website.

Everything filtered for the curriculums you are being taught.

Unlimited downloads to take the videos anywhere.

WITH YOUR ACCOUNT



When used effectively, GCSEPod can 

have a BIG impact on final grades!

Data from over 3,500 students shows that higher GCSEPod users are more 
likely to exceed their predicted grades by a larger margin than those who 
don’t use GCSEPod. 



How do you access GCSEPod?

OPTION 1 – Via any browser on your computer, laptop, tablet or phone.  

Just go to https://members.gcsepod.com/login

OPTION 2 – Via the Apple and Android apps which are free to 

download from the apple store and play store. 

Just search for ‘GCSEPod’



Just like training for a 
marathon, you need to 
start early and train 
little and often. 

Students who used 
GCSEPod over the 
WHOLE year, not just 
during exams, achieved 
greater results. 

Start now and use often



CREATE DIGITAL FLASHCARDS



CREATE CUSTOM PLAYLISTS



CHALLENGE YOURSELF



YOU ARE 
JOINING A 
STUDENT

COMMUNITY

• Over 500,000 
students 

• 36+ countries

• Accessed 15 
million times 
last year





• 1. We remember things if they are special or different.

• 2. We remember things that have happened recently.

• 3. We remember things that we have done over and over again, or do every day.

• 4. We remember things if there are strong emotions linked.

• 5. We remember things which link to what we already know.











ZRM QOV FHP MKL BXV

SEE SAW MAY DAY FAT CAT



https://youtu.be/p9IOqd1LpkA?si=Vffysa2AKO55BsQo 

https://youtu.be/p9IOqd1LpkA?si=Vffysa2AKO55BsQo




• When the invigilator utters those magic words…’you may now turn 
over the page and start’ … keep calm and keep your approach 
method clear, don’t panic. 

• Think positively and maintain your focus.



• Read the instructions and make sure you understand them (e.g. how 
many questions from how many parts, how many questions in total, 
do the questions attract the same proportion of the marks?)  

• Read the whole paper, checking both sides of the page, so that you 
don’t miss anything 

• Plan how you are going to use your time – allocate time for each 
question relating to the number of marks it has. Make a note of this 
plan and stick to it. 



• Look for questions that relate to those parts of the course that you 
have revised. Read the questions carefully before you attempt to 
answer – what exactly is it asking? 

• Does the question have more than one part? Make sure that you 
underline key words in the question – looking for the command words.

• You will get more marks if you prioritise time answering the questions 
you know first. 



• Don’t panic 

• If you have a plan, you’re less likely to go blank in the middle of a 
question, but should this happen, go on to the next question and 
come back later to the one you were tackling. 

• Another way of avoiding these blank moments is to jot down notes 
whenever ideas come into your head in somewhere else on the 
examination paper. 



• Keep going to the end, check the clock

• When you have ten minutes left, read over your answers and review 
what you have written, sweep up any silly mistakes

• Make sure you have attempted all questions 

• Check your details are correct on the front 

• If you run out of time, only as a last resort go into note form – examiners 
may credit your plans



• Just 29 days until the next PPEs … only 18 of these are school days 
so it is important you are revising at home too

• Only 114 days until the exam season starts … only 56 of these are 
school days with lessons

TERM 3 PPEs • wb MONDAY 19th FEBRUARY 2024

OFFICIAL GCSE SEASON STARTS • THURSDAY 9TH MAY ‘24



• Start the routine from NOW!

• Week-nights should be for revision, not going out

• It is not too late!

• You can do it!

• We are proud of you!



You can only do your very best and if you revise and 
prepare well you should get the grades you deserve.  



Thanks for coming and 
taking part. 

By taking your exam 
preparation seriously you 
have taken the first steps 
to giving yourself the best 

chance of success. 
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